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2. The fourth term of a geometric series is 10 and the seventh term of the series is 80.

 For this series, find

 (a) the common ratio,
(2)

 (b) the first term,
(2)

 (c) the sum of the first 20 terms, giving your answer to the nearest whole number.
(2)
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January 2008Geometric Progressions
 

a 4th arts to

Eh qr6 80

arb 80
ar3 IO

r 8 r Z

b a 23 10

a f
a 1.25

c Sn a rn c

520 1.25 220 1

2 1

1,310,719 to nearest
whole number



Leave 
blank

12

*H30722A01228*

6. A geometric series has first term 5 and common ratio     .

  Calculate

  (a) the 20th term of the series, to 3 decimal places,
  (2)

  (b) the sum to infinity of the series.
 (2)

  Given that the sum to k terms of the series is greater than 24.95,

  (c) show that                      ,
  (4)

  (d) find the smallest possible value of k.
  (1)
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June 2008

a a 5 r I
20 term ar 5

0.072 to 3dp

b Say a

Iq I
l r I

5

Say 25

C Ste 724.95

all r't 24.95
I r

5 l 0.8T

24.95
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Question 6 continued
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June 2008

25 l 0.8 724.95

I 0.8K 724.9525

I 0.998 7 0.8

0.002 7 0.8K

log0.002 logo 8

log0.002 K logo8
2 L K

logo 8

Inequality reversed since logo8 is negative

K log0.002
log 0.8

as required

d K 27.85

K is an integer so smallest value

K 28
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9. The first three terms of a geometric series are (k + 4), k and (2k − 15) respectively, where 
k is a positive constant.

 (a) Show that k2 – 7k – 60 = 0. 
(4)

  (b)  Hence show that k = 12.
(2)

  (c)  Find the common ratio of this series.
(2)

  (d)  Find the sum to infinity of this series.
(2)
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a a Htc

ar K

ar2 2K 15

r IT 2K 15
Kt4 K

Xmultiply K 2K i 5 Kia

K2 2K2 15k 8K 60

O K2 7k 60

b K 7K 60 0

K 5 K 127 0

k 5 or K 12

given K ve so K 12
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Question 9 continued
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c r Eia if I
r 34

d a K 4
a 16

So a
1 64l r

So 64
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5. The third term of a geometric sequence is 324 and the sixth term is 96

 (a) Show that the common ratio of the sequence is
 
2
3

(2)

 (b) Find the first term of the sequence.
(2)

 (c) Find the sum of the first 15 terms of the sequence.
(3)

 (d) Find the sum to infinity of the sequence.
(2)
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a 3rd art 324

6th q.rs 96

r 91 I
324 27

r JI 3

b ax F 324

a kg 324

a 324 94

a 729

c Sn a l rn Sis 729ft E 5

I r s Zl 3

2182 to 4 Srf
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Question 5 continued
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(Total 9 marks)

June 2009

d So a 72 2187
l r

Sy 2187
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6. A car was purchased for £18 000 on 1st January.
 On 1st January each following year, the value of the car is 80% of its value on 1st January 

in the previous year.

 (a) Show that the value of the car exactly 3 years after it was purchased is £9216.
(1)

 The value of the car falls below £1000 for the first time n years after it was purchased.

 (b) Find the value of n.  
(3)

 An insurance company has a scheme to cover the maintenance of the car.  
 The cost is £200 for the first year, and for every following year the cost increases by 12% 

so that for the 3rd year the cost of the scheme is £250.88

 (c) Find the cost of the scheme for the 5th year, giving your answer to the nearest penny.
(2)

 (d) Find the total cost of the insurance scheme for the first 15 years.
(3)
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January 2010

a 18000 x 0.8 9216

b 18000 0.8 1000

0.8 2100018000

logo8 a log E
n log0.8 s tog tf
h 1og

logo 8

h 12.95

h 13
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Question 6 continued
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c GP a 1Zoo r 1.12

5th term ar

4200 1.12

314.70

d Sn a rn c

F

5,5 2oo l 12
1 12 I

7455.94
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9. The adult population of a town is 25 000 at the end of Year 1.

 A model predicts that the adult population of the town will increase by 3% each year, 
forming a geometric sequence.

 (a) Show that the predicted adult population at the end of Year 2 is 25 750.
  (1)

  (b)  Write down the common ratio of the geometric sequence.
 (1)

 The model predicts that Year N will be the first year in which the adult population of the 
town exceeds 40 000.  

  (c)  Show that 

 ( 1) log1.03 log1.6N − >
  (3)

  (d)  Find the value of N.
  (2)

  At the end of each year, each member of the adult population of the town will give £1 to 
a charity fund.

  Assuming the population model,

  (e)  find the total amount that will be given to the charity fund for the 10 years from the 
end of Year 1 to the end of Year 10, giving your answer to the nearest £1000.

  (3) 
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a 25000 1.03 25750

b r 1.03

N i
c Nth year population ar

n i
ar 740000

n i
25000 1.03 740000

1 03
4000025000
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Question 9 continued
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log1.03N log 1.6

N 1 log1.03 log1.6

d N l logl.to
ogl

03N71og1.6
og1ozt

16.9

N 17

e Sn a rn l

Sio 25000 1.0310 l 286597
1 03 1

Total amount 287,000

to nearest 1000


